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 We will take a "Viking Walk" through the 
beautiful wooded hills of the park at 6pm, and 
roast hot dogs over the fire pit at 6:30.  
Members are asked to bring side dishes and 
desserts to share, and lawn chairs.
     In keeping with old traditions, any bad 
memory from the previous year is burned up 
with a paper witch that is tossed upon the 
bonfire.  We will finish with the Viking 
Decathlon--a trivial pursuit style competition 
based on knowledge of Norway and recent 
events we have had.  It's just for fun--but there 
are cool prizes for the winners! 

 Join us at Heritage Park on Farmington Rd 
between 10 and 11 Mile in Farmington Hills. 

Note - Farmington Rd is under construction, 
therefore open only to southbound traffic 

from 12 mile to 10 mile. 

 "Farmington Road will be closed to thru traffic, 
local traffic will be maintained in a one-way 
southbound direction only to accommodate 
access to properties within the job limits as 
well as Heritage Park. A detour route is posted 
to direct motorists around the project."

For updated information regarding the road 
construction in this area, please visit the FH 
website: http://www.ci.farmington-hills.mi.us/
services/Engineering/ProjectsStatus.asp

2014 Nordkap Events

June 16
June 23  
July 19    

Board Meeting 
St. Hans Day Picnic
Farmington Founder’s Day Parade 

September 7   Steak and Corn Roast 
September 13  Youth Day 
October 26   Nordkap Lodge Meeting 
November 15  Christmas Bazaar, Finnish Center 
November 23  Nordkap Lodge Meeting 
December 14  Christmas Party 

June 23 at 6pm 
St. Hans Day 

Midsummer Celebration 
Picnic 

at Heritage Park 
in Farmington Hills

Contact Numbers 
President:  Geir Gronstad 248-649-2779 
Vice President:  Louise Giles 248-224-3369 
Secretary:  Judy Rutkowski: 248 798-0464 
Financial & Membership Secretary: 

Carol Jehle 248-626-2148
Treasurer: Marge Sorensen 313-563-2280
Editor: Kristy Smythe:  248-479-6551 

Nordkap History
   During the May 17 celebration, we showed the 
75th anniversary presentation for our lodge as a 
rolling slide show.  Many of you commented on the 
images and pictures of dear members of the past 
and current.  
   The Lodge is 85 years old this year and we are 
looking for pictures and material/stories from the 
last ten years so we can update the show.  Please 
identify people, when the picture was taken, and 
forward pictures electronically to Geir at 
datsnorg@gmail.com.     
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Lee Stinson of Berkley brought his champion fish-throwing 
form to Nordkap’s annual Cod Toss tournament at the Swedish 
Club on May 17th and--for the second consecutive year--threw 
a frozen fish head to victory.  

Lee walked away with both the Men’s title, for throwing a 
frozen fish head farther than any other man, and the Grand 
Champion award, for throwing a frozen fish head farther than 
any contestant in any category. The prize for Men was a 
wooden keepsake box decorated with a metal fish.  The Grand 
Champion award--a fish-shaped plaque reading “Oh My 
Cod!!!”--rotates each year to the new winner. 

Runner-up in the men’s category was George Turmel of 
Farmington Hills, who won a fish-shaped metal watering can.   

Among Senior Women, Linda Stinson of Berkley won top 
honors and a framed fish print prize.    

Top winner in the Junior Women category was Lilje Gronstad 
of Troy, who won a lidded ceramic jar with a fish pattern. 

Other frozen-fish tossing winners and their prizes were: 
Intermediate Boys:  Ian Sorensen of Dearborn, winning a 
painted wooden fish model 
Intermediate Girls:  Sonja Gronstad of Troy, earning a wooden 
box with a Northwest-Indian-style fish painting on the cover

Nordkap’s Celebration of the 200th Anniversary 
of the Norwegian Constitution

The youngest contestants tossed a stuffed cloth fish for prizes.  
The winners were:
Young Boys:  Michael Klimowicz of St. Claire Shores, 7 years 
old, awarded a fish-shaped glass dish
Young Girls:  Mia Eggers, 6, of Hartland, winning a fish-shaped 
ceramic figure --By Louise Giles

Photos by: 
Bob GilesCod Toss Winners
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Join Us! 
For the 2014 
Farmington 

Founders Festival 
Parade

Saturday July 19th

"Taking It Back to 
Where It All Began 

1964"

Photos by Bob Giles

Geir Gronstad our president is greeted by Jim Lark, 
proprietor of the Lark restaurant   ^

Geir welcomes people to the dinner in celebration 
of the Bicentennial of Norway's Constitution   ->

Photos from our 
Norwegian Dinner Party 
at the Lark Restaurant 

in West Bloomfield Twp 



Nordkap 2014 Scholarship 

Applications

Due June 30, 2014

Scholarship applications are available. 
If you have any questions or need an 
application, please contact Natalie Vaal at 

nordkap.scholarships@gmail.com or see 
Natalie at a lodge meeting.
To be considered for this scholarship, 
applicants must

· Be a lodge member or child/grandchild of a
member for minimum 1 year prior to  scholarship

· Be 17-23 years of age
· Be working towards a bachelor’s or associate’s

degree from an accredited educational
institution

· Be in good standing at school, have a GPA
of 2.0 or better

· Please note you may qualify up to 4 times
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Join us for St. Hans Day Midsummer Celebration Picnic on June 23 at 6 pm 
Location: Heritage Park in Farmington Hills  

Happy Birthdays!

Detroit: 
Bowling Capital of the World

Sons Of Norway District 5 
Bowling Challenge:  

The Nordkap Lodge 
Dominated the district competition!
We won 5 titles out of 6 categories!

Yes! We Won! 

Men:  Mike Jehle
Women:  Stacy Torgerson 
Youth 12-17:  Daniel Rutkowski 
Youth under 12:  Zoe Hekneby 
Our Lodge Participation was 31 (63%)

June

  2   David Bryhn
  7   Maureen Hatteberg
  7   Edward Vingsness
  9   Ernest Halverson
 10  Kristi Smythe
 18  Jeff Hatteberg
 19  Sheryl Torgerson
 22  Adrienne Shepard
 25  Ronald Greenough
 25  Samuel Trupiano

This and That
Did you know we now have activities planned 

for small children so parents enjoy the 
meeting and program while their children are 

having a good time In an adjoining room?

July

   1  Judith Rutkowski
   1  Ana Skidmore
   4  Benjamin Lanham
   7  Arnold Hagen
   9  Jeaninne Sturgeon
 14  Gladys Brinson
 16  Erik Vingsness
 30  Frode Maaseidvaag
 31  Monica Dowhan
 31  Wendy Lynn Marko



- 109
109?  That is the official number of paying members at the Nordkap Lodge according 
to the HQ of Sons of Norway.  I’d rather look at the total number of members, 
including the heritage under-16 crowd as they are the future of the Lodge.  Then we 
are 123 members – an increase of 35 newcomers over the last two and half years. 
Why are we growing?  I believe that when we are actively engaged in (what we 
consider) fun activities and utilize the talents within our group, we gain in motivation, 
energy and involvement.  As a group, we are now attending baseball games, learning 
Norwegian language, painting rosemaling, watching movies, enjoying authentic and 
creative Norwegian cuisine at lodge meetings and restaurants, loud Scandinavian 
techno-music at the Youth Day, Viking Bowling, searching family history  - in addition 
to the traditional events at May 17, Mid-summer/St. Hans, Farmington parade, Corn & 
Steak and Christmas Dinner.
Still, if you have a hidden talent and/or suggestions, please bring them forward.  For 
instance we have not recently covered knitting, stamps, book club, group travel 
(Vesterheim anyone?), soccer challenge.  Anything goes as long as we can put a Nordic 
flair to it.
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Presidentens bakside

I hope to see many of you at our outdoor season events.  St. Hans/June 23 is the Norwegian mid-summer 
celebration being held at the Heritage Park in Farmington Hills.  There will be hot dogs on an open fire and 
please bring a side dish/dessert to share, and your lawn chairs.   Good walking shoes are recommended for 
the Viking Walk and your mental/physical capacities will be tested in the Viking Decathlon where you will be 
facing Norway-related trivia questions and challenges – designed to allow anybody to win.
We usually dominate the Founder’s Day Parade on July 19 in Farmington.  Their theme this year is “1964” and 
besides acknowledging all who turn 50 years young this year, we are still looking to add a few unique 
elements.  More details to come.
Lastly, we need input from the younger crowd towards the Youth Day (Sept 13).  The format is mainly 
unchanged from previous years, but unless you want me to choose the music/films/food – please let me know 
your preferences/playlists/tunes/flicks/pizza toppings.
As my mother always said: “You only get as much fun out of it as you put into it”

Hei Skål!
Med vennlig hilsen,
Geir Gronstad

Nordkap Troll fun at the Detroit Tigers Game, May 10 at Comerica Park Photos by Bob Giles
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